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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement filed 1/22/07 fails to comply with 37 CFR 
1 .98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each cited foreign patent document; each 
non-patent literature publication or that portion which caused it to be listed; and all other 
information or that portion which caused it to be listed. It has been placed in the 
application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. The 
document WO 98/13199 was missing from the application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1- 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1 and 2 recited stress characteristics measured according to Japanese 
Industrial Standards (JIS K71 15). However, these standards and the conditions are 
subject to changes over the years, especially during the patent terms plus 8 years and 
also after. The public will not be able to appreciate and follow these specific conditions 
for testing the stress. 

Claims 1(a) and (b) and 2 are indefinite because they fail to set forth the 
composition or structure of the tape and only claim properties of the tape. Claims that 
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merely set forth physical characteristics desired in an article, and not setting forth 
specific compositions which would meet such characteristics are invalid as vague, 
indefinite, and functional since they cover any conceivable combination of ingredients 
either presently existing or which might be discovered in the future. Ex parte SLOB, 
157 USPQ 172 (Bd. Pat. App. & Int. 1967). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Everaerts 
(US 5,695,837) in view of Scholz (US 2002/0170465). 

According to claim 1 , Everaerts teaches a single coated adhesive tape (see claim 
1 8 of column 21 ,) comprising an adhesive layer having a thickness of 30 to 1 000 |jm 
(example 15, recites a thickness of 100 pm) which contains 50 to 95% by weight of a 
hot melt adhesive and 5 to 50% by weight of a film forming component (art teaches 25- 
99 parts by weight of polymerizable component (a) and 0 to 75% by weight of 
polymerizable component (b) tackifier is of 1 to 75 parts by weight per 100 parts by 
weight of the sum of a polymerizable component a and component b; see abstract, also 
disclosed is that the adhesives of the invention can be formulated to be hot melt 
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adhesives, col. 8, lines 39-40) and a non-tacky coating on one surface of said adhesive 
layer. Everaets discloses a non-tacky coating layer; see claim 18 of col.21 . 

Everaets does not appear to explicitly disclose the thickness of the liner. 

However, Scholz (US 2002/0170465) discloses the thickness of the non-tacky 
coating (release liner) In the range of about 0.5 to 10 |jm; see [0100], which is within the 
applicant's range of the thickness of 0.01 to 15 |jm. 

Both Everaets and Scholz are analogous art because they are from the same 
field of endeavor: coated adhesive tapes. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art, having the teaching of Everaets and Sholz before him or her, to modify the 
thickness of the reference A to include the thickness of about 0.5 to 1 0 pm to decrease 
the force and bond to peel it. [0003], [0008], [0100] and [0109]. 

As to the stress characteristics, recited in the claim 1 , it would have been obvious 
that the same adhesive formulations having the same thickness used in the same areas 
would possess the same stress characteristics. 

Regarding claim 2, please see the arguments immediately above. 

As to claim 3, Everaets recites a melt adhesive comprises a polymer of at least 
one monoethylenically unsaturated methacrylic acid ester comprising an alkyi group 
having at least 4 carbons. (Recited: methacrylic ester.... wherein alkyI group contains 4- 
20 carbon atoms, see abstract also see col. 6, lines 1 1-20 for examples of 
monofunctional methacrylic acid esters). 
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And at least one monoethylenically unsaturated reinforcing monomer; see col. 6, 
line 21, reciting a monoethylenically unsaturated reinforcing co-monomer. 

As to claim 4, hot melt adhesive contains a rubber-based adhesive; see col. 10, 
lines 23-25: The second adhesive may be... synthetic rubber, natural rubber a hot melt 
or thermosettable. 

As to claim 5, a film forming component is composed of a thermoplastic resin 
having a softening point within a range from 25 to 300 °C. (Recited as range of 65 °C to 
125°C, see the abstract.) 

As to claim 6, see col. 13 line 7 and col.9, line 65, reciting polyamide and 
cellulose, respectively. 

As to claim 7, non-tacky coating layer is transparent, col.8, line 61; see also 
abstract reciting clear and essentially colorless adhesive. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure is cited in the PTO-892 form. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to VERA KATZ whose telephone number is (571 )270- 
7082. The examiner can normally be reached on M - Th 7:30 -5, F 7:30-4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JOSEPH DEL SOLE can be reached on 571-272-1 130. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

A/ERA KATZ/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 4152 



/Joseph S. Del Sole/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4152 



